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MERONK IN POLE POSITION AT LEOPARD CREEK
Poland’s Adrian Meronk finished in the near darkness of an African evening as he secured a three-shot
lead going into the weekend of the Alfred Dunhill Championship at Leopard Creek.

M

eronk signed for a second
round of 66 on Friday
that included a bogey at
the treacherous par-five 18th, but it
did nothing to stop his quest for a
European Tour victory as he topped
the leaderboard on 13 under par.
“I’m very pleased. I hit a lot of
good shots and am very happy with
my position,” said Meronk. “The
last couple of holes were quite dark,
especially the last one. I didn’t want
to rush anything because I’ve been
in that position before and rushed
it. I’m excited. It’s only halfway and
there’s still a lot of golf to be
played. But I’m excited.”
Denmark’s Joachim B Hansen
@dunhilllinks

produced the low round of the day
with a 64 that saw him join
England’s Richard Bland (67) as
Meronk’s nearest challengers on 10
under.
“It’s really nice to play the way I am
right now and I just want to keep
that going. I got it going out there
and holed some good putts and
kept that momentum. It’s working
quite well right now and hopefully
that continues for the next two
days,” said Hansen, who is looking
for back-to-back victories following
his win in last week’s Joburg Open.
Jayden Schaper leads the South
African challenge on eight under
alongside
Frenchman
Robin

@alfreddunhilllinks

Roussel. The young star signed for a
second round of 67 and is feeling
confident for the next 36 holes on a
golf course he loves.
“I love this place. I love being here.
It’s just an awesome atmosphere
here. I’m really positive for the
weekend. I’m just going to keep
being positive and make the same
decisions. The trick is not to change
anything but just to continue with
what’s got me here,” he said.
A double-bogey six on the 14th was
the only setback in a second round
where Schaper seemed to really
settle into his rhythm and strategy
for this tournament.
“I’m very happy. I felt pretty good

out there. I watched the morning
scores and I wanted to chase them.
I’m very happy with how I hit the
ball today. It was a lot better than in
the first round. And I made a lot of
clutch putts to save par because I
didn’t hit too many greens in the
middle of my round. I got a little bit
upset with my wobble on the 14th,
but I’m really happy with the way I
finished it off.”
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‘LEOPARD CREEK
IS AN ICONIC
VENUE,’ SAYS
JAMIESON

Scott Jamieson.

MR AND MRS KRUGER A GOOD TEAM

W

entworth. Valderrama. Leopard Creek.
In the mind of Scottish professional Scott Jamieson,
victories on these iconic golf courses on the
European Tour is what he wants to see on his golf CV.
According to Jamieson, he looks to the great golf courses on the
European Tour as the ones where he wants to win tournaments
– no matter what country those are in.
“Being Scottish, a win in Scotland would definitely be special. But
what I always look at on the European Tour is winning
tournaments that are on iconic venues,” he says.
“Leopard Creek is hands down one of our most iconic venues. I
feel that when tournaments move from course to course they lose
a bit of their identity. In my opinion, our best tournaments are at
Valderrama because everyone knows the course just from
watching it on TV, and Wentworth would be another one.
Leopard Creek – everyone knows this golf course whether
they’ve been here or not, just from watching it on TV. So that’s
what I like.”
Jamieson also certainly appreciates having won in South Africa, a
country with a rich history in the game. In 2012 he won the
Nelson Mandela Championship for what is still his only
European Tour title.
Claiming a second European Tour victory at Leopard Creek
would indeed be special for him.

Jbe Kruger and wife Denise are making for a good team at the Alfred Dunhill Championship.

I

t’s one thing to be married to a
professional golfer, but it’s
quite another to caddie for
your husband.
Kruger has his wife, Denise, on the
bag for him in this week’s Alfred
Dunhill Championship, and the
feisty golfer says seeing first-hand
the frustrations he has to deal with
on the golf course has opened her
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eyes to what he does for a living.
“My wife is caddying for me this
week and I told her, ‘Do you see
why I get so angry? You can’t miss
a single shot here without making a
bogey.’ It’s a very difficult course,
and that’s what makes this course
so good – it brings the best out of
you,” says Kruger.
The relationship between a golfer

and caddie is an important one,
and Kruger says having your wife
on the bag does bring with it a
certain change in strategy.
“It’s a very sensitive thing when
you have your wife caddie for you.
Golf being what it is, it’s not
always possible to soften what you
say. It’s a very frustrating game,
especially when you’re not playing

well. But she’s enjoying it
im-mensely. I think more so
when I play well. I think it’s
helped her to understand better
the kind of frustrations you
go through as a professional
golfer. And I think she’s also learnt
a few new words from me.”
It’s a team that certainly seems to
be working well,
though, as Kruger came
through the first round
just four shots off the
lead. And even the
occasional bogeys have
taken nothing away
from Kruger’s love
for Leopard Creek.
“I love this golf course
because everything here
is done to perfection.
Every single element of
this golf course is
perfectly manicured, and
that seems to always
bring out the best in
my game.”
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Wilco Nienaber is reminded that trouble is never too far away on this
demanding golf course.

George Coetzee is proof that when you get a lucky break at Leopard Creek,
it’s always worth celebrating.

Sean Bradley lining up his putt, and a hippo, on the 13th green.

Jorge Campillo putting on the 13th, where there is always something more to see than just golf.

www.jeanroiwines.com
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SCHAPER LEADS
SA CHALLENGE

THE PROS PICK THE TOUGHEST
HOLE AT LEOPARD CREEK
Augusta National has Amen Corner. PGA National has The Bear Trap. And Leopard
Creek has what could probably be coined as its own Lion’s Den.

H

oles seven, eight and nine are probably the toughest stretch of
holes on this championship golf course. And at the heart of it,
the 195-yard par-three seventh is quite literally like staring down a
charging lion in the Kruger National Park.
So when you ask the professionals competing in this week’s Alfred Dunhill
Championship what the toughest hole at Leopard Creek is, it’s no surprise
that the seventh as a long par-three with water guarding the green comes
up first every time.
“The only reason it’s the toughest par three on the golf course is because
it should be a par four,” says 2016 Alfred Dunhill Championship winner
Brandon Stone.
Defending champion Pablo Larrazabal agrees. “They’re all difficult, but
number seven is especially difficult. I won the tournament last year hitting
three balls into the water there. It’s a very tough hole.”
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Dean Burmester says he never fails to stand on the tee at the seventh
without thinking of what Ernie Els said about this fearsome hole. “Every
time I play the seventh, Ernie Els’s words stick in my head. He called it the
shortest par four in the world.”
Eddie Pepperell is in awe of the hole. “The seventh is a brilliant par three.
It’s a six iron, and if you don’t get it right you’re going to make bogey or
double bogey.”
And 2008 champion Richard Sterne gives a rundown of exactly what goes
through a professional’s mind when play-ing the seventh. “Visually, it’s a
very tough hole and extremely demanding with zero bailout to the right
obviously. So a lot of guys try and play left. But your ego gets to you now
and then and you think you can take it on, and then it bites you. It’s a hole
that I think if you can play it in one over par for the week or even two
over, you’re gaining shots on the field.”

Jayden Schaper.
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J

ayden Schaper heads into the
weekend of the Alfred Dunhill
Championship as the leading South
African in the field and chasing his
maiden European Tour title at
Leopard Creek.
The young star is just five shots off
the lead and feeling confident for
the next 36 holes on a golf course
he loves.
“I love this place. I love being here.
It’s just an awesome atmosphere
here. I’m really positive for the
weekend. I’m just going to keep
being positive and make the same
decisions. The trick is not to
change anything but just to
con-tinue with what’s got me here,”
he said after his third round of 67
for a total of eight under par.
A double-bogey six on the 14th
was the only setback in a second
round where Schaper seemed to
really settle into his rhythm and
strategy for this tournament.
“I’m very happy. I felt pretty good
out there. I watched the morning
scores and I wanted to chase them.
I’m very happy with how I hit the

ball today. It was a lot better than in
the first round. And I made a lot of
clutch putts to save par because I
didn’t hit too many greens in the
middle of my round. I got a little
bit upset with my wobble on the
14th, but I’m really happy with the
way I finished it off.”
Schaper is one of those who is
relishing playing a tough golf
course, which he feels not only
brings out the best in his own
game, but also appears to be doing
the same for many in the field.
“The tougher the golf course, the
better the field seems to play. I
think it’s because you have to think
about your shots here. There are
quite a few shots out here where
you stand up and there is a lot
going through your head. There’s a
lot that can go wrong. I think
everybody is putting a lot of time
into their decisions. I’ve definitely
put in about 10% more time and
effort into my decisions. If you
make the wrong decision you can
really make a mistake, like I did on
14.”
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